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Rector Writes

As we prepare for this magical season of Christmas again we are

reminded of what this special time of year is all about.

The Christmas story that we know so well shows us clearly that God
speaks to all kinds of different people: people doing ordinary jobs, people
of all ages, people trying to understand their world. It shows that we can
be doing all sorts of different things: working, worshipping, watching,
working out, or even waiting patiently and God can and does speak to
us.

It shows us too that God can communicate to us in all sorts of different
ways: through angel messengers (although unusual today), or very
quietly inside us, or through other people, or through books or music.
The beautifulcaroli O | i t t | e To w-+alorgfwith Btaer dadols,

help capture the message from the heart of God.

How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His Heaven.
There were lots of people centuries ago hoping and longing for the
bl essing of Godds heaven in the
There were many people at the temple that could have seen Him in the
arms of his parents Mary and Joseph, but most were too busy to stop

and wonder and ask questions too busy living to find out what life is

about .
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It was a very old man who had be
and there in that little wrinkled face, that tiny vulnerable child staring up

at his peaceful face was the fulf

It was to a handful of men in the dead of night, getting on with their
ordinary lives that God spoke. These were people who stayed on the

sidelines of society and others were happy with that.

Yet God chose these marginalized men to be among the first that He
would share the news of the birth of His

precious Son.

The coming of Jesus down to this earth is a story we have all known

since we were little kids and yet we forget its power.

CHRISTMAS FAITH

Father: faith is in a person, God the Father

A\ ction: faith without action is dead

Incarnation: we meet God in the flesh through Jesus
Trust: the central ingredient of faith is trust

Holy: holiness can be experienced by us

With all our love at Christmas time

Diane, Mark (and Bob of course!).
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a tool for discerning a common vision

How can we know what vision God is calling us to share as a church? By
keeping in Gododés | oop. Loop stand

Listening T to our own hearts, to each other, to our communities and,
above all, to God

Q)enness -t o Godos pl aindafing to dreamdig draamsy r

take risks and anticipate that God will be at work in unexpected ways and
places

Othard focus T not starting with our own churches and their needs but

with the needs that exist in the world around us and seeing these as God
-given opportunities for engaging with the good news of the gospel.

Purpose i continually asking purposeful questions such as, Why are we

here?; what is Gododés call to us a
church is He calling us to become?; and how can we align our values
with His?

+DRTRY. 7 @KTDR

Giving him absolute priority

Seeking approval from God not others
Being vulnerable towards each other
Clearly different in our behaviour

Radically different in our attitudes

Please pray through this really creative tool for the next 3 months and for
our Parish Development Team as we seek to do the same. Without
prayer for Goddés guidance we are
Diane




Curateods Corner

The last time | spoke in church | labelled my sermon,
@l ack And White Or STihea ghssage 10
was speaking about concerned the difficult question of "
whether or not the Jews should pay their taxes to

A

Caesar. Jesuso6 r epliyiGiwtw Caesanvthat is Eaesail n

and to God what i's Gods. 0o

In those few words. Jesus made it clear we should obey the law of
the land (pay our taxes etc) but also give to God what is his, which
is everything!

The problem arises when there is a conflict between the Government
or the law, and the moral code of the Bible. For example, the law
has clearly stated that the residents of Dale Farm in Essex who have
51 illegal camp sites on green belt land, must give up their homes of
the past 20 years.

The locals fully support the evictions because of what they have
endured over many years. The travelling people see it as an attack
on their way of life, and claim they have nowhere else to go. So who
is right? Frankly, | am not sure as we never get all the facts via the
news or on TV. But the general principle that Jesus gave applies.

We should pay our taxes, support the law etc unless there is a direct
conflict with the commands of God our creator. In practice therefore,
the caravans should never have camped on land which did not have
planning permission, but the local authority also have a duty to
provide homes for those in need.

For you and me, we often face situations where the solution is not
black and white, but a difficult shade of grey. In those situations we
need the guidance of Godos Spiri
Christians and a strong moral conviction.

But ulti mately we have to give
God what iI's Godos. And someti mes
difficult decisions!

God bless
Adam
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Family Matters

Holy Baptism

4th Sept David Patterson

Marriage

2nd June Mervyn and Sandra Smyth

Committal of Ashes

26th September Sammy Snodden

Diocesan Ministry of Healing
Diocese of Derry and Raphoe
Monthly Healing Service
St . Peterdos, Cul more Road,
Tel: 028 71352396

lerry.

Pastoral Care

The Chaplain of Causeway Hospital Coleraine keeps me well
informed of who is in hospital. However sometimes people have
gone home again before | get the card so if you know of
someone that is ill at home or in hospital and would appreciate a
pastoral visit would you please let me know. | do not want to
miss anyone. Thank you. Rector

Service for Bereaved Families

This service will be held in Christ Church on the 6th of November
at 6.30pm. It is open to all who feel such a service will help and
console. The visiting preacher at this service will be the
Reverend Denise Acheson Rector of Dunmurry.




Jim Madden

Jim, who is a most respected and loved member of our church has

now moved to Seabank Residential Home in Portrush and would love

to see friends visit. We wish Jim well as he settles into this new

chapter of his I|Iife and may he know JGod?o:s
support of his many friends here in the parish and wider community.

Remember, lest we forget

~

Al dream of giving birth to ' w h
war? Eve Merriam.

Remembrance Sunday will be 13th November

The Snowdrop

| like to think that long ago
There fell to earth some flakes of snow
Which loved this cold grey earth of ours
They stayed as little snowdrop flowers.

A Confidential Prayer Line

Our parish prayer chain is available for anyone who would like to be
supported by prayer. Simply call me and | will forward your

request to each person on the chain. We will pray for your need
every day until you ask us to stop and it will be totally confidential.
So far this has been well used, and we are

thankful that some of you have benefited.

Renle Hl” \ P U pnwe sy
Tel 02870849989 (home) ’L&({?%

07780838310 (mobile)




Christmas Home Communions

Anyone wishing Home Communion could you please
contact the Rector. Details at the front of the Bulletin.

Advent Communion
For all H

In Christ Church
Monday 12th December
at 11am followed by cup of tea and shortbread in the church.
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Advent Coffee Mornings
i n St Paul-I2soonHa | |

Tuesday 6th December
Tuesday 13th December
Tuesday 20th December

Everyone is welcome to join us for coffee and chat H

-\

Neighbourhood awareness

Can | urge all of us to keep a particular good eye on our “
older members of our community and our neighbours around
this bad weather and especially around Christmas.




Mot her s Uni on Not

September meeting 0 Robert Blemmings, an Inspector with the PSNI and a
Christ Church Parishioner was the speaker on 13 ™ Sept. His talk was on
6 Host age and Crisis Nega - -

Using PowerPoint, Bob showed us several

well -known hostage situations. He then went on to

tell us about his training and how it works. The .
psychological effect of victim and negotiator is E
considered. A skilled negotiator must find out =&
who the hostage -taker is, what he wants and what it will take to achieve a
peaceful outcome; or in cases a would -be suicide attempt. Andrew Millican
kindly modelled the gear, worn on a negotiation exercise. Everyone was in
awe hearing about Bobds wor k.

The Motherds Uni odThiAAtook placeSreCGhrst Gherch, on
Tuesday 20" Sept. at 7.30pm. This included North and South Sperrin and
was a service of Holy Communion, led by our Curate, Rev. Adam Quigley.
Rev Diane Matchett gave a very upli
based on the book of Ruth. The organist was Mr. Brian Simpson. Members
from different branches participated with the readings and prayers. Supper
was enjoyed in the Parish Hall.

Visitors Night -The Mot hersd Union O6Visitor
on Tuesday 18" October at 8.00pm. Liz Mullen, the branch leader

wel comed guests from the | ocal Pres
members from our neighbouring Mot he
Miss Alison Wade, was warmly welcomed. Alison gave an inspiring talk on
her life as a funeral director, being of the sixth generation in the business,
and having always wanted to make this her career since early school days.
She spoke of bereavement, her personal loss and grief. Initially she
thought faith was irrelevant, but was challenged after attending the Alpha
course. She made reference to Deut.29 v29. She found true faith after

being involved in the funeral of TBF Thompson, revealing that we should
have no fear of death, if we accept what Jesus did for us. Everyone was most
inspired by her 'Journey of Faith and she was suitably thanked by Diane.

Tues 15™ November 8 &un with Foodd in St. P
Parish Chefs (male variety) will be demonstrating their culinary skills.
There will be lots of tasty samples. This is a meeting not to be missed!

Sat 3rd December -Mot her s Union trip to the
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Mot her sd Un(contimueddNOot e s

Tues 13" December 86 Chr i st mas i sSti.n Ptahuel 6asi rHja | | ¢
At this 6 h a n d mightonendbers will have an opportunity to make a small
table arrangement and a Christmas card.

2012 Programme - The meetings during the year 2012 will be held in
Castlerock Parish hall and will open with a service of Holy Communion in
Christ Church on Tuesday, 17 ™ January 2012 at 8.00 pm .

Everyone welcome.

Mot her so Union Prayerf Gr

Wednesday 2nd Nov. at
Thursday 8th Dec. at 10. 30am i Kat
Wednesday 4th Jan. at 1 '

All welcome to come along.

A Cloud or The Shadow of his Wings?

AOh Lord | have a burde

ch I 6ve brought in praygr tc
And | told you all about] 1 t6o
So I know you share it tpo.o

Wh i

AO Lord | have a burden
Which |1 6m sharing now wi't y ou
And | know you care and | ogve m
But it is stildl Omy bur djenod

still have den

dondt know what do,
Could it possibly 0 her,
| could |l eave i1t al ' y O U

AMy son, | bore al/l bur dlens
On the cross of Calvary,

So the burden that you carry,

Just |l eave it al eo.
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young people & the upper room

The young people plus gifted leaders have been
working on the Upper Room in Christ Church to
make it a comfortable, colourful and casual room
for all ages to enjoy. We look forward to the

finished results and pray that this project will be
lots of fun and become a blessing to lots of people.

Thanks to all involved.

BROWN MONEY COLLECTION

Youdl/! /!l Ffind 7t [ ying g4/

Down the sola, on the ground,
Up the hoover, In your car,
Dropped into in an old jam Jar.
That ol d 6brown money?ad,
That we so often never use!

Well the Kidbébs Clubs havebaowhamoh
good use!  We are asking you to gather up your OcoppPpemny e
the month and bring what you have collected to the Family

service.

There, the children will collect it and later sort and count it for and
a number of months. The total will be brought to a Church
Service two or three times a year and donated to a charity to be
chosen.

So dondot |l et it wear a hole in you
seams of your new purse, throw it into something at home NOW
and then bring it along to the Family Services in November when
the Kidbébs Clubs will begin the col

Thank you!

| ect
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True Christian Christmas

Christmas isn't showy gifts
Or glittering decoration;
It's honouring our Saviour, Jesus Christ
In humble adoration.

It's serving those less fortunate,
Meeting their needs before our own;
It's making sure at Christmas time

That no one is alone.

It's taking what we would have spent
On things that no one needs,
And using it to help someone
With service and good deeds.

Our Saviour showed us how to live
With charity, faith and service.

It makes the holidays a joy,
More peaceful, and less nervous.
So let's remember Christmas is
About our Saviour's birth;
That's the way to happiness,
The way to peace on earth.

Joint kids club party

Il n St . Paul 6s on Sunday
Everyone welcome for lots of fun.

4t

ADULTS FOR CONFIRMATION

Any adult contemplating Confirmation could you
please contact the Rector as soon as possible.
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Down To Earth

You are invited to our Christmas Events and Services

We would really encourage you to invite others to our Christmas
events and services. Christmas is a wonderful opportunity to
share together the good things in our lives. We do want to be
known even more as a church who cares about others and that
we are a down to earth welcoming family. More importantly for all
of us is the message of God who came down to earth in the most
surprising way so he could share our humanity and bring us back
into relationship with God. All of our events and services will

reflect this theme from our Advent Coffee Mornings, Advent

Communion, Kids party, our Christmas Fayre and our services.

Sun 18th
Christ Church Morning Prayer with Carols 10.00am
St . Paul 6s Morning Prayer with Carols 11.30am
Christ Church Carols By Candlelight 4pm
Sat 24th
Christ Church Christmas Eve Communion 10pm

Sun 25th Christmas Day

St. Paul 6s Holy Communion 8.00am
Christ Church All Age Worship 9.00am
St. Paul 6s AllAge Worship 10.30am

14




A Covenant with God

| am no longer my own but yours.

Put me to what you will,

rank me with whom you will;

let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you,
exalted for you,

or brought low for you;

let me be full,

let me be empty,

let me have all things,

let me have nothing:

| freely and wholeheartedly yield all things

to your pleasure and disposal.

And now, glorious and blessed God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

You are mine and | am yours;

In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

Mot her 6s Uni on Outing

Belfast Christmas Markets & VIP Cinema at the Odyssey for
afternoon Matinee

Total Cost: £25 . Price includes bus, matinee & Complimentary Tea/
coffee at the Odyssey. First Come First Serve and to secure your place
please pay in full by the 13th of November. There are only 42 seats
available so please contact Lorna Bradley or Liz Mullen about booking
your place as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. Leave at 8.30
and back approx. 6 -6.30pm. Please wear warm, comfortable clothes.

fat

Crosslinksodo Event s

Featuring
Revdod Hugh Pal mer, the Rt Rev Ken

DATE: FRIDAY 27TH January, 2012 TIME: 7.45 -9.30PM
VENUE: Millennium Forum Theatre & Conference Centre,
Londonderry

For Further details contact Val Ellis:
vellis@crosslinks.org 02890796028

Relki n

Gojo d , (
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Heds Just a Prayef

No matter what your troubles are
No difference large or small
Each upset that may come your way
Each time you slightly fall

The small est fear youobdve ¢

Is always known by God
Each step youbve wal

On every road youove

So never feel t hat
When shadows cloud your day
But speak his name and you will see

Heds just a Prayer away.

ked he
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Update on Shyogwe

We are still working to develop a 3 year programme to bring
life and substance to our Partnership with Shyogwe in
Rwanda. To date £2688.32 has been generously donated

and we are delighted, but we want to honour that by sending

it on now to help in this very needy area. Niall Minogue from
CMS Ireland will keep us informed where the money will be
targeted and | will pass this on as soon as | know. Thank you

so much, everyone has been amazing. So far so great.
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Christianity Explored and Discipleship Explored

The Churches have been working really well together and
it is our hope to commence these two courses in January.
Details are still to be finalised and | will share that in the
Sunday announcements when we know more definite
details. These are two great courses and | would want to
really encourage you to come and enjoy fellowship as we
explore faith and discipleship together.

16
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Website News:

We have updated the website with lots of new photographs from
events over the summer. You can see what went on at Summer
Madness, photographs from the Say It With Flowers service in July
& a new gallery of the harvest decorations from October from both
churches.

As always if you have anything to contribute to the website contact

the Rector, and if you havendét alre
message on the guestbook which can be accessed from the home

page. Thank you.

www.castlerock.derry.anglican.org

Parish Gift Day

Thank you all so much for your generosity in giving on our Parish

Gift Day. It was so humbling in such economically challenging

times that people still gave to both churches and the following

was raised Christ Church £ 1540.00 & St Paul 6s Al16
excluding Gift Aid.

]
N

Parish Financial Year End

Parish Financial Year End is 31 ' December 2011. Any
monies to be included in this financial year must be
received by Sunday 8 ™ January 2012. Thank You

Bishops' Appeal Envelopes

|l ncluded in this edition of t he Bu

envelopes. We encourage you to give what you can and bring the
envelopes to church from the 6th - 27th November, Advent
Sunday. Thank you so much for your generosity.

17
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A prize will be given on Christmas morning to the best coloured
Santa Clause!! Put entries through the Rectory letterbox
25th December!!

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

before

-in

Name: eééeéééééécecceececeeeeéééeedge. éééée.
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