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òLove always involves responsibility, and love always involves sacrifice. And we do 
not really love Christ unless we are prepared to face His task and to take up His 
Cross . . .ó             

William Barclay 
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 Rector:     Rev. Diane Matchett  

      The Rectory  
      52 Main Street, Castlerock  

      (Tel: 70 848127  )  

      Email: revdiane@hotmail.co.uk   
 Curate:     Rev. Adam Quigley  

      41 Queens Park, Coleraine  

      (Tel: 70 355191)  
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CHRISTCHURCH, CASTLEROCK   
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    16 Exorna Lane  
    Castlerock  
    (Tel: 70 848103)  

Churchwardens:  Mrs Olive McCarron  
    14 Carthall Park  

    Coleraine  
    (Tel: 70 356452)  
    Mrs Liz Mullen  

    19 The Fairways   
    Castlerock  

    (Tel: 70 848383)  
Sexton:    Mr Allie Smyth  
    964 Freehall Park  
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    (Tel: 70 848374)  

Stewardship   Mrs Margaret Millican  
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    Articlave  
    (Tel: 70 849894)  
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    Castlerock  
    (Tel: 70 848481)  

Churchwardens:  Mrs Alex Thomas  
    4 Sandel Park  

    Coleraine  
    (Tel: 70 342405)  
    Mr Noel Bradley  

    12 Gortycavan Road  
    Coleraine  

    (Tel: 70352824)  
Sexton:    Mr Jack Johnston  
    38 Dunboe Gardens  

    Articlave  
    (Tel: 70 848623)  

Stewardship   Mrs Amanda McKittrick  
Recorder:   56 Masteragwee Rd  

    Coleraine   
    (Tel: 70 329626)  
Grounds man   Mr John McLaughlin  

& Gravedigger:  4 St. Paulôs Road  
    Articlave  

    (Tel: 70 848697)  
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Rector Writes:   

 

As I write this we are nearing the end of January, and what a 

long month it is. Thank you for all of your hard work over 

Christmas and for your cards and gifts. It was busy as usual 

and yet wonderful too. Thank you to all who invest in our  

parish in so many ways and with such self Sacrifice, love and joy. There are lots 

that simply happen behind the scenes, things we forget to thank others for, things 

we forget to thank God for.  

 

Thank God for time to rest and switch off from what can be a relentless pace? 

Mark, Bob and I went to spend 4 days in a cottage near Rossnowlagh. It was so 

good. I read lots, slept lots, walked lots, ate lots and thought lots too. It was such 

a blessing to have the space. Thank you to Adam and the ministry team for all 

their hard work and presence so I can get a break it is very much  

appreciated. 

 

It seems forever since I wrote in our last Bulletin. Of course it was a long time 

as the last bulletin was a three month edition.  It seems a long time too since we 

got our last paycheque and the pressure can be on for lots of families to stretch 

out to the next pay day. This, of course, happens to all kinds of people from all 

walks of life. It is a luxury to not have any concerns at all isnôt it? We are 

blessed with the good things we have in life. These are things that money cannot 

buy. 

 

Still, even though we know the most important things donôt cost money, we still 

spend. We again regret getting caught up in the spending of Christmas, putting 

off the inevitable credit card bill that will come whether we are ready or not.  
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I wonder, do we go on coping with the burden, feeling that God is unconcerned. 

Do we honestly feel that God is remote from the details of our lives? Do we fail 

to take to him the questions and struggles that we face because we think he does 

not care? God is deeply connected to our every breath and is not indifferent to 

the anxiety and strain that comes from life in general.  The past year has brought 

many challenges and changes to all of our lives and especially to those whose 

hearts have been broken through the loss of someone they loved so dearly. It was  

difficult too for those who struggled with ill health and treatment in its varying 

kinds. 

 

In our sitting room sits a powerful memory of the deep loss of the last few years 

here in this parish. In a vase are a huge bunch of dried white roses from the  

Bereavement Service and they will remain there. Many of you found the courage 

to come and be with others at this service and I hope and pray that it brought 

healing and comfort as you shared together. There was a deep sense of Godôs 

presence and the love that we share for one another. 

 

Love is a wonderful thing bringing joy, happiness, fulfilment and also at times 

pain. We see this so powerfully in Jesus. We will again spend money on those 

we love on Valentines Day but I hope that we will deeply feel that amazing love 

that is shown in the Cross. Lent and Easter give us another opportunity to  

remember what God has done for us and to respond in Faith.  

 

Canon Paul Hoey will join us for Palm Sunday and Holy Week and I hope and 

pray that as we do things a little bit different you will come open to learning and  

growing and sharing love and faith. 

 

Diane 
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Feb 7  Mary & Jacqueline Campbell 
Feb 14  Mary & Jacqueline Campbell 
Feb 21  Ashley Colley 
Feb 28  Ashley Colley 
  
Mar 7  Lorna Bradley 
Mar 14  Mrs Lindsay 
Mar 21  Margaret Johnston 
Mar 28  Palms 
(No flowers during Holy Week) 

   
   

 
 

 Feb 7  Ann Dark 
   Feb 14     Ann Dark  
   Feb 21st  - March 28th  (No flowers during Lent)  

St. Thomas Aquinas wrote a lovely prayer asking for 

God's mercy and that he help us travel towards Him: 

 

ΨCƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŜǊŎȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŦƭŜŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¸ƻǳΤ 

Draw towards you the one who attempts to escape; 

Lift up the one who has fallen; 

Support the one who is standing; 

Guide the one who is on a journey.' 

                                                        

Rachael Davenport. 


